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PRESIDENT’S PAGE         BY: KEVIN FORSYTHE 

PRARA Members 
 
Rounding out the 2023 regarding Oil prices and expectations for 2024  
 
OPEC+ supply cuts could erode oil inventories in the rest of this year, potentially driving 
prices even higher, before economic headwinds limit global demand growth in 2024. 
Tighter supply driven by oil output cuts from OPEC and its allies, together known as OPEC+, 
and rising global demand have increased oil prices, with Brent crude at one point hitting highs 
of over $88 a barrel. 
 
The IEA said if OPEC+ current targets are maintained, oil inventories could draw by 2.2 mil-
lion barrels per day in the third quarter and 1.2 million bpd in the fourth, "with a risk of driving 
prices still higher". 
 
The Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) and its allies began limiting 
supplies in late 2022 to bolster the market and extended supply curbs into 2024. 
 
The IEA said that global oil supply plunged by 910,000 bpd in July part due to a sharp reduc-
tion in Saudi output. But Russian oil exports held steady at around 7.3 million bpd in July. 
 
Next year, demand growth is forecast to slow sharply to 1 million bpd, citing lackluster macro-
economic conditions, a post-pandemic recovery running out of steam and the ongoing  use of 
electric vehicles. 
 
With the post-pandemic rebound largely completed and as multiple headwinds challenging oil 
consumption gains. 
 
The IEA's demand growth forecast is that oil demand will rise by a much stronger 2.25 million 
bpd in 2024. 
 
"The global economic outlook remains challenging in the face of soaring interest rates and 
tighter bank credit, squeezing businesses that are already having to cope with sluggish manu-
facturing and trade," the IEA said. 
 
The IEA expects demand to expand by 2.2 million, buoyed by air travel, increased oil use in 
power generation and surging Chinese petrochemical activity. OPEC sees a rise of 2.44 million 
bpd. 
 
Demand is forecast to average 102.2 million bpd this year with China accounting for more than 
70% of growth, despite concerns about the economic health of the world's top oil importer. 
 
On behalf of PRARA, we would like to wish the National Guard a Happy Birthday on Decem-
ber 13th. Thank you for your continued service. 
 
Have a Blessed and Merry Christmas to all of you from the PRARA Board of Directors and the 
Office Staff. May the new year bring you many more blessings and a very prosperous year. 



4 

PRARA NEWS       December 2023 

Tuesday, December 5 

9:30am Right to Know - Chemical 

11:00am Ergonomics 

1:30pm Winter Holiday Safety 

Wednesday, December 6 

9:30am Workplace Safety Committee 

  Certification Initial 

1:30pm Driving in Inclement Weather Safety 

Thursday, December 7 

9:30am Incident Investigation 

11:00am Emergency Action Plans 

Tuesday, December 12 

9:30am Warehouse Safety 

11:00am Snowblower Safety 

1:30pm Kitchen Safety - 

  Burn & Fire Prevention 

Wednesday, December 13 

9:30am Suicide Prevention 

1:30pm OSHA Injury & Illness 

  Recordkeeping 

Thursday, December 14 

9:30am Hazard Communication - GHS 

11:00am Distracted Driving 

1:30pm OVR - Accommodations & 

  Ergonomics Reducing Effects & 

  Prevention of Injuries 

 

 

Tuesday, December 19 

9:30am Wellness Programs 

11:00am Electrical Extension Cord Safety 

1:30pm Dealing with Angry People 

Wednesday, December 20 

9:30am Opioid Use Disorder 

1:30pm Generational Differences 

Thursday, December 21 

9:30am Stress & Worker Safety 

11:00am Ladders 

1:30pm Aggressive Driving & Road Rage 

 

 

January 2024 

Tuesday, January 2, 2024 

9:30am OSHA Injury & Illness 

  Recordkeeping 

11:00am Sprains & Strains 

1:30pm Governor's Award for Safety 

  Excellence - GASE 

Wednesday, January 3, 2024 

9:30am A Business Case for Safety 

1:30pm Workplace Safety Committee 

  Certification Renewal 

Thursday, January 4, 2024 

9:30am Snowblower Safety 

11:00am Job Safety Analysis 

1:30pm Sleep vs. Fatigue 

The Bureau of Workers' Compensation Health & Safety Division 

will be offering the following safety webinars in December 2023: 

Remember, registration closes the day before the presentation 

is scheduled to begin.  

To register for any of these events just copy and paste the 

link into your browser and follow the links:      

https://www.dli.pa.gov/Businesses/Compensation/WC/

safety/paths/calendar/Pages/default.aspx 

They're not just weekend warriors. 
 In a move that would create the first militia on the North American continent, the Massachusetts General Court 

in Salem issued an order on Dec. 13, 1636, requiring all able-bodied men between 16 and 60 years old to create a stand-

ing Army for protection. With that order, what we now know as America's National Guard was born. The idea was sim-

ple: Establish an Army of citizen-soldiers who could be called upon to fight when needed.  

 In 1636, that meant defending Massachusetts Bay. Today, it means answering the call of both state and nation, 

deploying overseas and responding to natural disasters in the assistance of friends and neighbors. The men and women 

of the Army and Air National Guards train regularly, generally two days a month with a longer training annually. 

 That training means they are ready at any moment to join our active-duty forces overseas or to put their civilian 

lives on standby to do their state's bidding at home. Service for the Guard may not a full-time job, but its demands re-

quire a lifestyle of commitment and sacrifice. The National Guard today stands as a community cornerstone, just as it did 

in 1636. 

http://www.military.com/army
http://www.military.com/national-guard
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 EMA President Rob Underwood, along with EMA 

Convenience Store Committee members Jonathan Tang (Ira 

Philips, Inc., Gadsden, Alabama) and Brian Lohman (ASAP 

Energy; Weatherford, Oklahoma), met with the OMB to call 

on the Biden Administration to abandon the proposed men-

thol ban. The proposed menthol ban is currently under re-

view by the OMB’s Office of Information and Regulatory 

Affairs (OIRA), the last step in the regulatory process before 

the rule can become final. EMA highlighted FDA’s failure to 

enforce its ban on flavored vapes which has led to a flood of 

illegal, disposable vapes manufactured in China and mar-

keted to children. A menthol prohibition will drive legitimate 

transactions out of stores and into the illicit market, hurting 

small businesses and funding violent crime. There is no sci-

entific evidence to support a nationwide public health policy 

that would treat menthol cigarettes differently than other 

cigarettes. EMA also highlighted the proposed menthol ban’s 

impact on small businesses across the country. Banning the 

use of menthol in cigarettes could also have a cascading ef-

fect on companies who supply fuel to independently owned 

and operated small business gas stations. Retailers may be 

unable to pay for their next load of fuel and pay for EV 

charging equipment unless they raise prices on in-store items 

and/or fuel due to the potential major revenue loss from a 

menthol flavor ban. 

 Additionally, EMA reiterated its Citizen Petition to 

the White House to drive more awareness and enforcement 

action against illegal vape products. A citizen petition is a 

way for individuals, members of a regulated industry, or con-

sumer groups to petition FDA to issue, amend, or revoke a 

regulation, or to take other administrative action. The pur-

pose of submitting a petition in this instance is to ask FDA to 

publish a list of deemed tobacco products by brand that may 

and may not be sold to help retailers comply with tobacco 

sales laws. A published list would reduce confusion and un-

certainty in the marketplace while also assisting FDA’s en-

forcement efforts. The delays and uncertainty have a very 

real impact on the daily lives of American entrepreneurs in-

cluding EMA’s member companies who require predictabil-

ity and transparency to operate. EMA’s member companies 

and other retailers are well positioned to aid in the fight 

against illegal and dangerous products by keeping them off 

their shelves, but the ability to do so requires clear and ra-

tional regulatory framework, with changes communicated 

consistently and transparently. 

 Meanwhile, the House Small Business Committee 

sent a letter to the OMB/OIRA regarding the proposed men-

thol ban urging them to consider both the significant eco-

nomic impacts on small entities and the fueling of illicit mar-

kets that would result from implementation of the proposed 

rule. According to NACS, the proposed rule would cause a 

single convenience store to lose $72,285 a year in non-

tobacco sundry sales (nearly 4 percent of inside sales) on top 

of the $160,107 lost due to the reduction in sales of tobacco 

products. Small operators in the convenience industry would 

collectively lose $2.16 billion in sales, representing $232,392 

in lost sales per store. 

EMA Meets with the Office of Management Budget (OMB) on Proposed Menthol Ban 

https://www.energymarketersofamerica.org/ema_today/attachments/EMA_CP_PMTA_List_060123.pdf


6 

PRARA NEWS       December 2023 

         PETROLEUM RETAILERS 

              AND AUTO REPAIR 

             ASSOCIATION, INC. 
 

 

 

Pennsylvania Approved class A & B Operator Training 

Registration Form 
  

Class Date:   Wednesday, March 20, 2024 
  

Time:   Registration: 8:30 am  

   Class:   9:00 am to 5:00 pm 
  

Location:  PRARA Office 
  

Price:   $250 per person (non-member) 

   $200 per person (member discount)  
 

**LIMITED SEATING IS AVAILABLE** 

Please register early 
 

Name:_______________________________________________________ 

  

Email address:_________________________________________________ 

  

Address:______________________________________________________ 

  

Phone Number:________________________________________________ 

  

Number Attending:_____________________________________________ 

  

Price Includes A & B Operator Training Binder, Lunch, and Certificate of Completion 
  

Amount______@____________ 

  

Make Check or Money order payable to:    PRARA 

          1051 Brinton Road 

          Suite 304 

          Pittsburgh, PA 15221 

Brinton Executive Center 

1051 Brinton Road Suite 304 

Pittsburgh, PA 15221 

Phone: (412) 241-2380 

Email: tammy@prara.com 
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Congressional Request Seeks Information on How Much Government Spends on Swipe Fees 

Fraud Levels for Visa and Mastercard Networks Increase, Competing Networks Levels Decrease 

A bipartisan group of Members of Congress sent a letter to Comptroller General Gene Dodaro asking how 

much the federal government has been spending on credit card swipe fees. 

 The letter is signed by Representatives Lance Gooden (R-Texas), Zoe Lofgren (D-Calif.), Tom Tiffany 

(R-Wis.), and Jeff Van Drew (R-N.J.), as well as Senators Dick Durbin (D-Ill.), Roger Marshall (R-Kan.), and 

Peter Welch (D-Vt.), and states that “The amount of interchange fees paid by the federal government has far-

reaching implications for taxpayers. It is estimated these fees amount to a staggering $240,000,000 per year. 

That translates to a taxpayer subsidy of over $1,000,000,000 to Visa and Mastercard over a five-year period. 

Taxpayers bear the burden of these hidden costs. By introducing competition to the credit card market, the 

Treasury Department could save and re-direct over $1 billion toward programs that benefit the American peo-

ple, including investments in infrastructure, education, healthcare, and small business support.” 

 Fraud as a share of purchase transactions rose to 0.13 percent on “dual message” networks like those 

run by Visa and Mastercard in 2021 are up from 0.11 percent in 2019, according to the Federal Reserve. 

Meanwhile, fraud on “single message” networks such as NYCE, Star and Shazam fell to 0.016 percent from 

0.02 percent. Those numbers mean the fraud rate on Visa and Mastercard’s networks is now more than eight 

times the rate on competing networks, up from more than five times. The data, which was released October 25, 

is the latest available. 

 An increase in fraud rates on Visa and Mastercard’s networks further shows the need to pass the Credit 

Card Competition Act which would require banks with at least $100 billion in assets to enable credit cards to 

be processed over at least two unaffiliated networks – Visa or Mastercard plus well-established, high-security 

competitors like NYCE, Star or Shazam. In addition to lower fees, fraud would be reduced because the Federal 

Reserve says the competing networks have one-eighth the fraud of Visa and Mastercard’s networks. Credit 

card rewards would not be affected, nothing would change about which cards consumers use or how they use 

them, and community banks and small credit unions would be exempt. 

https://punchbowl.news/wp-content/uploads/Bicameral-GAO-Letter-Final-no-Durbin-sig.pdf
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Convenience Store News 

Angela Hanson 

November 7, 2023 

 

CHICAGO — Modest food and beverage growth is likely to take place next year following three consecutive 

years of volume decline, according to Circana's 2024 food and beverage outlook.  

The categories are likely to experience a more favorable landscape as certain challenges from 2023 are ex-

pected to recede, the marketing firm said. 

 

High inflation is anticipated to ease considerably in the year to come, and the impact of increased mobility on 

retail food and beverage consumption will likely be less pronounced, according to the forward-looking out-

look, which offers insight into the likely performance of the food and beverage industry throughout 2024. 

 

Additionally, Circana research indicates that several factors will impact food and beverage growth throughout 

the year, including an improving macroeconomic environment and growing promotional investments. 

 

"Amid shifting consumer preferences and evolving market dynamics, our food and beverage outlook not only 

highlights key growth opportunities for 2024 but reveals a cautiously optimistic outlook as we emerge from a 

myriad of challenges that the industry has faced over the past several years," said Sally Lyons Wyatt, execu-

tive vice president and practice leader, Circana. "With continued innovation and adaptability, retailers and 

manufacturers will be poised to position themselves for success in the coming year and beyond." 

 

Certain departments are expected to lead the pack in volume growth. Circana predicts that the beverage and 

deli sectors will continue to outperform overall food and beverage unit sales in 2024. One factor driving this 

trend is an increase in health-conscious consumers seeking more protein and energy options in their diet, as 

well as increased innovation in beverages, which has boosted consumer excitement and encouraged category 

exploration. 

 

Convenient grab-and-go options will also likely continue driving sales as consumers prioritize meal options 

that address diverse needs. Shifting consumer preferences in other departments will likely put pressure on unit 

growth, according to Circana, which advises retailers to optimize turnkey options for on-the-go customers. 

 

Additionally, consumers will likely turn to the center store for solutions that deliver convenience, quality and 

value. 

 

Circana's 2024 food and beverage outlook was developed using econometric demand models leveraging Cir-

cana's Demand Forecasting Platform. Forward-looking input variable assumptions were developed using his-

torical trends and insight from industry experts, the company said. 

 

Chicago-based Circana serves as an advisor on the complexity of consumer behavior. Through advanced ana-

lytics, cross-industry data and subject matter expertise, Circana provides insights and research that helps cli-

ents unlock business growth. 

Beverages, Grab & Go Expected to Drive Sales in 2024 
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SSDA-AT Legislative Updates 
SSDA-AT Works to Prevent a Regulatory Trainwreck  

With about a month to go before the Corporate Transparency Act’s reporting requirements take effect, it’s 

abundantly clear – not to mention extremely worrying – that federal regulators simply do not have their act 

together when it comes to implementing the new law. 

 

Recognizing this, SSDA-AT as part of the Main Street business community called on lawmakers to delay the 

Corporate Transparency Act’s reporting requirements by one year, which would give the Treasury Depart-

ment’s Financial Crimes Enforcement Network (FinCEN) enough time to finish its work on the regulatory and 

education fronts. 

 

The letter points out two key items of unfinished business: 

 

Of the three primary rules necessary to implement the new law, only one has been completed, the second is 

still at the “proposed” stage and needs to be finalized, while the third has yet to be released even as a pro-

posed rule. FinCEN’s leadership has assured Congress they are ready to go starting next year but that is 

clearly not the case.  

 

Meanwhile, FinCEN is woefully behind when it comes to educating stakeholders of their new obligations. A 

National Federation of Independent Business survey found that 90 percent of respondents were entirely unfa-

miliar with the reporting requirements. The CTA includes civil and criminal penalties of up to $10,000 and 

two years of jail time for failing to comply, so this lack of awareness is alarming and needs to be addressed 

before the law is implemented.  

 

Starting next year nearly every small business in America will be required to report – and continuously update 

– a litany of personal information regarding their beneficial owners. The scope of the mandatory reporting is 

well beyond anything we’ve seen outside of the Tax Code, yet FinCEN doesn’t have all the rules in place to 

govern how this sensitive information will be used. 

 

To add insult to injury, the AICPA recently pointed out that FinCEN has significantly underestimated the cost 

burdens associated with the new reporting regime, it has relied on vague and arbitrary standards in laying out 

the criminal and civil penalties under the statute, and it has implemented filing deadlines for newly-formed en-

tities which, in some cases, are impossible to meet. 

 

We’ve seen Treasury delay a major reporting regime before. Just last year, the IRS was unprepared to imple-

ment the lower 1099-K reporting thresholds and announced a one-year pause. FinCEN faces a nearly identical 

scenario with the CTA yet appears determined to plow forward regardless. 

 

SSDA’s preferred approach to the CTA is to repeal it altogether and we continue to support the NSBA’s con-

stitutional challenge which would put this harmful law to rest. But with an effective date fast approaching, 

Congress and federal regulators need to accept that the CTA is just not ready for prime time. 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001L7VsSa5rvULBc6uP0AeQhcX1tEwX9oSLjGZJCHwJPOamwFChgkl72PG3LHxWDV5KJE9y4O7tbT_z53PLIyHj1mKs-_nZHwUptrl5idNmEMckrXnBPzLjpaHBat_dGB13DFgg97cqeubYCNjzmGsqQ1xSW77wCrakf4kLIASwS9Myw4F6dI5B9cZ4eRWZaRSyp0iGpUFGkCqSggE6x4QoT6dNpUuXaFGHhwb
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001L7VsSa5rvULBc6uP0AeQhcX1tEwX9oSLjGZJCHwJPOamwFChgkl72PG3LHxWDV5K9hSBXEgvowAAN_6WfUYgv8FE2zC__Pak234x3rWs2NdulvlwwH40nwcMW8OaI3z5LxaME9B00XSO2_xbmP-ADo7RIiiXJQAd0SpQ1jL-acY1XGqFQN9V-5Hvxlb9rCmIeu95iddiHp0=&c=n-vtjQnCLApNBN9Fte8v
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001L7VsSa5rvULBc6uP0AeQhcX1tEwX9oSLjGZJCHwJPOamwFChgkl72PG3LHxWDV5K04UOJQDDyV6BGk6J0p8DiVU6ovCKpHRFYIQaqhU439YS8rM4-HvvK0Kc_Tm39oLwBkWBLEr-kisB62qQz2yNzQ==&c=n-vtjQnCLApNBN9Fte8vmEwsxNxgGgmDFG05N2k9DhByueVWvmEBvg==&ch=XU4P07x344zG
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ACCOUNTANTS 

ATM 

ATTORNEY 

INSURANCE 

PARTS/PETROLEUM EQUIP 

COMPUTERS 

CONSULTING 

ENVIRONMENTAL TANKS & 

UPGRADES 

Groundwater & Environment Svc. Inc. 

Jon Agnew 

Cranberry Township, PA 

800-267-2549 ext. 3636 

 

McRo Construction Inc. 

Donald Rothey Jr. 

Elizabeth, PA  

412-384-6051 

 

S.I.S. 

J.R. Bachor-Tarentum, PA 

724-224-1220 

 

Total Tank Works LLC 

Sean Tosadori-East Butler 

724-285-4258 

MEMBER TO MEMBER SERVICES 

 Bulava & Associates 

 Joe Bulava-Greensbug, PA 

 724-836-7610 

 Oil Service, Inc. 

Joe Schmidlin-Pittsburgh, PA 

412-771-6950 

www.oilservice.com 

  

 J.E. Robinson 

 Murrysville, PA 

 412-423-1093 

 

 

 ATM Cash World 

 Tom Ranallo 

 Pittsburgh 

 800-937-5169 

 

 

Andrew Klaber 

Chartwell Law Offices 

Sewickley, PA 

412-741-0600 

Apter Industries 

Rick Gobel-McKeesport, PA 

412-672-9628 

Total Tank Works LLC 

Sean Tosadori-East Butler 

724-285-4258 

 

 

Computer Solutions 

Dick Norchi-Allison Park, PA 

412-369-8896 

 

 

Enviric, Inc. 

Victor Unger-Bairdford, PA 

724-265-5100 

 

S.I.S. 

J.R. Bachor-Tarentum, PA 

724-224-1220 

CLEANING CHEMICALS 

LUBRICANTS AND ANTIFREEZE 

Total Tank Works LLC 

Sean Tosadori-East Butler 

724-285-4258 

COMPLIANCE TESTING 
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Bolea Oil Products 

Robert Bolea-Coraopolis, PA 

412-264-1130 

 

Bradigan’s Inc. 

Andy Bradigan-Kittanning, PA 

724-548-7654 

 

Center Independent 

Doug Friend 

724-622-4835 

 

Coen Markets Inc. 

Travis Williams Canonsburg, PA 

412-598-0140 

 

Countywide Petroleum 

Tim Redshaw-Pittsburgh, PA 

317-750-8273 

 

Glassmere Fuel Service 

Dell Cromie-Tarantum, PA 

724-265-4646 

PETROLEUM PETROLEUM 

REMODELING 

SITE INSPECTION &  

TECHNICAL SERVICES 

TAXES 

USED TIRE PICKUP 

UNDERGROUND STORAGE TANK/

LINE TESTING 

MEMBER TO MEMBER SERVICES 

Graft Oil Compan 

Kevin Forsythe Connellsville, PA 

724-628-9580 

 

Kehm Oil Company 

George Kehm-Oakdale, PA 

412-921-5200 

Enviric, Inc. 

Victor Unger-Bairdford, PA 

724-265-5100 

 

S.I.S. 

J.R. Bachor-Tarentum, PA 

724-224-1220 

 

Total Tank Works LLC 

Sean Tosadori-East Butler 

724-285-4258 

 

 

 

J.E. Robinson 

Murrysville, PA 

412-423-1093 

 

 

 

 

Enviric, Inc. 

Victor Unger-Bairdford, PA 

724-265-5100 

 

Total Tank Works LLC 

Sean Tosadori-East Butler 

724-285-4258 

 

 

 

Penn Turf 814-696-7669 

Dan’s 724-529-7621 

Liberty 888-868-0097 

McRo Construction Inc. 

Donald Rothey Jr. 

Elizabeth, PA 

412-384-6051 

 

S.I.S. 

J.R. Bachor-Tarentum, PA 

724-279-3360 
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Business Hours: 

Monday Closed 

Tuesday 8:30-3:30 

Wednesday 8:30-3:30 

Thursday 8:30-3:30 

Friday  Closed 

Contact: 

Phone: 412-241-2380 

www.prara.com 

 

  

Petroleum Retailers & Auto Repair Association 

1051 Brinton Road Suite 304 

Pittsburgh PA 15221 

Calendar of Events 

  Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day     December 7 

  National Guard Birthday       December 13 

  Winter Begins         December 21 

  Christmas         December 25 

  New Year ’ s Eve        December 31 

  A&B Operator Training Class          March 20, 2024 


