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$39.95
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5lb. Lite Dry
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8 absorbent pads
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BY: DENNIS BUDZYNSKI

Is your shop safe from cybercrime?
with mistakes like misspellings and bad grammar and
punctuation. Remember, a credible business would not
send you an email that contains poor writing. Now, you
may not be surprised to receive this email from your coworker who doesn’t use punctuation, but keep your
guard up if you receive an internal email has a strange
tone or seems out of the ordinary.
 Urgent Content: Urgency is a common cybercriminal
tactic, as they’re trying to fluster you into making a snap
decision and walking into the trap. If you receive an unexpected email whose subject line urges you to open
immediately or whose body message tells you to click on
a link or download an attachment now, take a step back.
Ask yourself, “Is this email asking me to do something
out of the ordinary? Is there a legitimate reason I would
need to act now?”
 Fake Links & Attachments: Phishing emails use
fraudulent links and attachments to breach your security
walls and gain access to payment and contact information or slip a virus into your software. Doublecheck any
links before clicking to determine the link structure looks
normal and matches the email sender. Does the URL
represent a real website and start with “HTTPS:”? Similarly, don’t click on an unexpected of funny-looking attachment.
Tips to Stay Vigilant & Protect Your Business
Constant vigilance will prevent a security breach every single time. First, follow the three fundament steps of thwarting
a cyberattack:
1. Stop: Check and doublecheck your incoming emails.
Never absentmindedly click on an email.
2. Look: Look twice before you interact. Do you see any
signs that the message is a phishing scam?
3. Think: Does this email look real? Is anything out of the
ordinary?
Additional steps to prevent a security breach:
 Create unique, complex passwords for every account &
never share your password(s) with anyone.
 If an email looks “phishy,” contact the sender in a different way, such as by phone or visiting their website in a
different browser.
 Don’t log into an account using a login link in an email.
Go to the actual login page and enter your credentials
there.
 Use second-hand verification if you receive a strange
email from a company or coworker. Make sure you always know to whom you’re responding.
 Don’t click on an email attachment if you don’t know
what it’s for or what’s inside.
 If you suspect an email is fake, report it as a phishing
attempt to your email service provider immediately.

Cybercrime Is on the Rise
Cybercriminals are finding increasingly clever ways to infiltrate your business and compromise your security. Net
Driven wants to make sure your shop is protected from
harmful digital attacks.
You may be thinking, “Cybercrime only targets large corporations. I have nothing to worry about.” However, every year
one in five small organizations is a victim of cybercrime*.
Cybercriminals target smaller organizations because they
assume that these businesses have fewer defenses in place to
prevent cyberattacks.
“Well,” you say, “is there anything I can do to avoid a cyberattack if it comes my way?” Good news, 100% of cybercrime
can be prevented through the vigilance of your “human firewall.” What is this resource? It’s you and your team members, who can form an impenetrable barrier against cybercrime by knowing the types of attacks and how to address
them.
Email Fraud
Did you know that 91% of data breaches are conducted
through email fraud?** Email allows cybercriminals to impersonate another entity as a means to connect with and extort your business. The most common type of email fraud is
phishing.
“Phishing” is a fraudulent email that claims to be from a legitimate source in order to access sensitive information such
as passwords and credit card numbers. For example, popular
phishing angles include security alerts on your professional
or private accounts, changes to your health benefits and HR
announcements. But when you interact with these fraudulent
emails, such as clicking a link or attachment, you could be
compromising your private information and putting your
shop at risk.
Recognize the Signs of a Phishing Email
Phishing emails have evolved to target specific emails by
appearing highly personalized, such as addressing you by
name or repeating some information about your position. It’s
important to always look twice at an email, as it can appear
innocent at first but contain some telltale signs of fraud.
Here is a list of signs to identify a phishing email:
 Fake “From” Email: Hackers often try to infiltrate
businesses by impersonating a legitimate domain, such
as a subscription service or vendor. Always make sure
the “From” email is legitimate (e.g., ends in
“@netdriven.com”). If you receive an email that seems
out of the ordinary for your role (e.g., you work in sales
but were billed an invoice), check with a coworker or
supervisor to confirm that email is real and was meant
for you.
 Generic Greeting: Cybercriminals may not have access
to your personal information, so they make do with generic email content. Openers such as “Dear Customer”
may be a sign that the email was sent by a hacker.
 Poor Writing: If you receive an email that is riddled

NET Driven
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DOT/DOE Announce $5 Billion to Help
States Build EV Charging Infrastructure

EMA: Gas Stations Are Not to Blame For
Rising Gasoline Costs
President Biden Bans Russian Oil Imports

The Biden Administration is providing nearly $5 billion to help states create a network of electric vehicle
(EV) charging stations along designated corridors in
the national highway system. Charging stations will
not be placed on federal highways but located at entrance ramps. The program is designed as part of the
president's goal to build 500,000 charging stations by
2030. The funding was included in the bipartisan Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (Public Law
117-58) and is available under the new National
Electric Vehicle Infrastructure (NEVI) Formula Program managed jointly by the U.S. Department of
Transportation (DOT) and the Department of Energy
(DOE). The funds will be provided over five years,
with $615 million made available to states in fiscal
year 2022. In order to qualify for grant money, states
must submit an EV infrastructure deployment plan to
the federal Joint Office of Energy and Transportation
(JTOF) no later than 8/1/22. The JTOF will approve
eligible plans by September 30, 2022. The grants are
awarded directly to state highway authorities with
the federal government picking up 80 percent of the
cost. Grant recipients must pay the remaining 20 percent of the cost. But the JTOF encourages states to
contract out projects to third parties, such as fuel
marketers. The new program provides State Association Executives with the opportunity to work directly
with state highway authorities to ensure EV deployment plans include fuel marketers. Fuel marketers
are uniquely positioned for EV charging ports because they are generally located within a mile of
highway exit and entrance ramps.
State corridors will be required to have electric vehicle charging infrastructure installed every 50 miles
along portions of the interstate highway system.
Those EV ports must be able to simultaneously
charge four electric vehicles. These charging stations
will be built along designated alternative fuel corridors, which 40 states have designated in recent years,
especially along interstate highways. Once the national EV network is complete, funds can be shifted
to build electric vehicle charging infrastructure on
public roads. The bipartisan infrastructure law included about $7.5 billion for electric vehicle build
out, $2.5 billion of which will support a discretionary
grant program for alternative fueling infrastructure
that will be announced later this year.
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Thursday March 10, 2022 – Seventy percent of
Americans support the ban on Russian oil imports regardless
of the rising fuel costs. However, some Americans are
falsely directing blame to gas station owners for increased
prices at the pump. Rob Underwood, President of the Energy
Marketers of America (EMA), said, “blaming gas station
owners for high gas prices is nonsense. The retail motor fuels market is the most competitive marketplace in the country. Retailers post their prices on big signs where a onepenny difference can, determine where customers choose to
fill up. Unfortunately, what the market is currently experiencing is the whiplash effect of prices due to Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. Crude oil is traded in a global market where
prices are ultimately set by worldwide supply and demand
and influenced by Wall Street commodity traders’ perceptions about future supply and demand.”
On March 8, President Biden signed an Executive
Order (EO) to ban the import of Russian oil, LNG, and coal
in an effort to hold Russia accountable for the invasion of
Ukraine. In response to the EO, which took effect on March
8, the U.S. Department of the Treasury issued a General License authorizing wind down activities, and if a party has
already contracted for a covered import they have 45 days in
order to get the import into the US. The ban also covers new
US investment in the Russian energy sector.
The Administration is looking for solutions to mitigate the impacts of losing the 700,000 barrels/day of Russian
oil on US consumers by working with industry to ensure an
adequate supply, and the Administrations’ much longer term
efforts looks to items like the infrastructure plan as well as
moving towards electric vehicles.
What the President must do is issue quarterly lease
sales for onshore energy development and a new five-year
plan for offshore development; renew Keystone XL; and
provide for a general waiver of the Jones Act (see EMA’s
letter here) among other actions to strengthen domestic energy production. Furthermore, Russia’s invasion of Ukraine,
and corresponding oil prices, reinforces the value of America’s traditional fuel sources. While the Administration prioritizes EV charging, we must not forget the millions of
Americans who rely on mom and pop gas stations to fuel
vehicles daily.
Rob Underwood also noted, “a myriad of factors
beyond the cost of crude oil and refining it into gasoline affect prices at the pump, including federal/state motor fuels
excise taxes, boutique fuel requirements, and credit card
swipe fees which remain the highest expense after labor for
gas station owners.” Gas prices are set by the owner or operator of each retail outlet who must factor the need to pay
for the next delivery of gasoline (i.e. replacement costs) into
the street price. If supply is seen as dropping relative to demand, this can place upward pressure on price and can be
factored into the retailer’s pricing decision. Boycotting local
gasoline stations or blaming them for the high prices is not
an effective response and will not reduce the price of gasoline.
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State Gas Tax Holiday Legislation Proposed
With the high price of gasoline intensifying as a political issue in recent weeks, there is discussion in Harrisburg regarding proposals to lessen their impact on consumers.
Senate President Jake Corman (also a candidate for the GOP nomination for Governor) has introduced Senate Bill 10.
This legislation would reduce motor fuel taxes by 20 cents a gallon until the end of the year.
This plan would replace the monies lost to the Motor License Fund two ways.
It would transfer $500 million of federal COVID to funding the state police (which are currently paid by gas tax revenue). It will also authorize a $600 million bond to replace other transportation needs.
Early response by state House leaders has been to question the legality of using federal COVID
funds for this use, and a general opposition to bond issues (borrowing).
Late last week, House Representative Anthony DeLuca introduced House Bill 2453 which
would suspend the entire state gasoline tax (58 cents) and the entire state diesel tax (74 cents) for an
180 day period. This proposal does not directly define how the gap in liquid fuels tax collections
would be replenished.
This has included sharing details of the gas holidays that have been recently adopted in Maryland and Georgia. These states provide refunds for retailer who had possession of product for which
tax had been paid-and still in possession at the time the holiday took effect.
Attorney Josh Shapiro (the Democratic candidate for Governor) released an alternative plan
that would include a $250 payment (per registered vehicle).
The Shapiro plan would also be funded from COVID funds, which for this use legal observers
indicate would likely be allowable under federal law.
At this point it is unclear what course these proposals will ultimately take in the legislature.

5

PRARA NEWS

April 2022

PA Final Stage I & II Regulation Changes Published As Final Law In PA Bulletin
Dear Gasoline Dispensing Facility Owner,
The Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection recently updated regulatory requirements to allow gasoline dispensing facility owners and operators to decommission Stage
II vapor recovery systems in 12 counties in the Pittsburgh and Philadelphia areas.
The regulation went into effect on March 26, 2022. Subject owners and operators of gasoline
dispensing facilities with Stage II vapor recovery equipment need to meet new decommissioning, leak testing, and equipment requirements.
For detailed information on locations and requirements, please see Decommissioning Stage II
Vapor Recovery Systems.
If you have any questions about the Stage II vapor recovery system decommissioning regulation, contact the DEP Bureau of Air Quality at RA-EPStageII@pa.gov.

Quality GASOLINE and TRANSPORT Service Since 1972

Celebrating 25 Years of Dependable Service to Independent
Gasoline Retailers in Western PA
Great Reputation, Competitive Pricing
Branded/Unbranded Gasoline, E85, Bio Diesel, On Road/Off Road, Kerosene
Contact Ron Rotolo 724-333-5964
Email: ronr@reedoil.com
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All Employers Are Required to Display Federal and State Postings
All employers are required to post certain federal and state postings.
On a federal level, if an employer has less than 50 employees, they are required to post 5 notices: Fair Labor Standards Act; Employee Polygraph Protection Act; Equal Employment Opportunity; Uniformed Services Employment and Reemployment Rights Act; and Occupational
Safety and Health Administration.
If an employer has 50 or more employees, federal law requires that they also post a notice related to the Family and Medical Leave Act.
Each state has varying requirements on what notices must be posted.
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SSDA-AT Signs onto American Energy Leadership Letter to President Biden
Dear Mr. President:
We appreciate your attention to the financial impact that energy issues, including the current
geopolitical strife, existing and proposed policies, and the post-pandemic economic recovery are having on American’s daily lives. As you know, increased costs for motor fuels and home heating are
among the most significant financial obligations our citizens face. Coupled with overall inflation,
which is compounded by surging energy prices, Americans are paying more for all goods and services
– from a gallon of milk to an Uber ride – as manufacturers and service providers try to recover their
energy costs.
It’s important to remember that the U.S. led the world in oil and natural gas production with
record highs in 2019, and the benefits of that status was shared by producing and non-producing states
alike. The oil and natural gas industry comprised more than 11.3 million total jobs or 5.6 percent of
total U.S. employment. This accounted for more than $892.7 billion in labor income, or 6.8 percent of
our nation’s labor income.
The industry represents a significant part of our nation’s economic and fiscal future, and our
energy independence hinges on sound policy that incentivizes resource development, modernizes energy infrastructure, and streamlines burdensome regulations.
Yet, despite the crisis in Ukraine, the inflation crippling our return to economic normalcy, and
demand for petroleum products far outpacing supply, policymakers continue to hinder the oil and
natural gas industry’s efforts to increase production and reestablish our nation’s energy independence,
stability, and security.
To avoid further economic impact, policymakers and your administration could help ensure accessible, affordable, and reliable U.S. energy by doing the following:
Provide certainty on oil and natural gas leasing by compelling the Department of Interior
(DOI) to meet deadlines and honor its obligation to lease on federal lands and waters.
Permit energy infrastructure and halt the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission’s increased regulatory barriers for approving natural gas pipelines.
Execute the laws that mandate the DOI to complete a long-term offshore program to avoid
unnecessary production and development disruption. No offshore lease sales can be held
without the five-year program in place and the next program, which should be in place by
July 1, is severely behind schedule, and will not be finalized by the time the current program expires.
Without hyperbole, the need for abundant, dependable, and affordable energy has never been
more important for our nation and the world – now and in the future. The U.S. Energy Information
Administration expects that natural gas could provide 34 percent of U.S. primary energy demand in
2050, and the world’s energy use in 2040 will still depend on oil and natural gas. The world needs energy leadership, and the U.S. is positioned to reassume the role.
We appreciate your consideration of the state of our nation’s energy security as well as its impact on the world’s energy needs. We look forward to collaborating with you and your administration
on efforts to support policies that ensure long-term American energy leadership, security, and progress, including those that result in the continued operation of existing oil and natural gas pipelines,
the construction of new pipelines, the resumption of consistent, credible federal lease sales, and the
immediate preparation of a new five-year program to guide future offshore leasing.
Sincerely,
API (American Petroleum Institute), SSDA-AT, and other trade associations
8

PRARA NEWS

SSDA-AT Legislative Updates

April 2022

SSDA-AT Signs Letter to Congress to Reopen Capitol Hill
SSDA-AT has made it a priority to work with Congress on a timetable for reopening Capitol Hill. The
country has opened. COVID-19 cases continue to decline. The CDC has loosened recommendations on masks.
It’s time for Capitol Hill to follow. SSDA members deserve to visit Capitol Hill and meet with their members
of Congress. Reopening Capitol Hill will allow for SSDA to once again have Lobby Days for our members in
Washington.
SSDA-AT signed onto the following letter:
Dear Speaker Pelosi, Leaders Schumer, McCarthy and McConnell:
Members of our profession understand the challenges that Congress has faced and we have been sympathetic to its health, safety, and security concerns over these last two years. Even though the Centers for Disease Control has issued new guidance on masking and infections are down across the National Capital Region,
there are still the security concerns about the Capitol and congressional office buildings. We have developed a
proposal that could enable Congress to re-open for public visits, which would help ensure that people remain
healthy and safe.
The country has reopened, and businesses have employees back in the office. Kids are back in the
classroom. Sporting and concert venues have opened for live events. And, with restaurants trying to make a
comeback, we would urge Congress to do the same and reopen to the people without appointments starting
July 11, 2022. What better message to send to the public that we are turning the corner on two years of very
difficult and challenging times for this country than by announcing that Capitol Hill is again open to the public?
We would like to begin an immediate dialogue with you to discuss reopening Congressional office
buildings in a way that is safe for all with security measures already being used in many state legislatures. On
behalf of the profession and those listed below, we thank you and look forward to working with you on ensuring a healthy and safe reopening.
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MEMBER TO MEMBER SERVICES
ACCOUNTANTS

J.E. Robinson
Murrysville, PA
412-423-1093
ATM

ATM Cash World
Tom Ranallo
Pittsburgh
800-937-5169
ATTORNEY

Andrew Klaber
Chartwell Law Offices
Sewickley, PA
412-741-0600
CLEANING CHEMICALS

Apter Industries
Rick Gobel-McKeesport, PA
412-672-9628

ENVIRONMENTAL TANKS &
UPGRADES

INSURANCE

Bulava & Associates
Groundwater & Environment Svc. Inc. Joe Bulava-Greensbug, PA
724-836-7610
Jon Agnew
Cranberry Township, PA
LUBRICANTS AND ANTIFREEZE
800-267-2549 ext. 3636
McRo Construction Inc.
Donald Rothey Jr.
Elizabeth, PA
412-384-6051
S.I.S.
J.R. Bachor-Tarentum, PA
724-224-1220
Total Tank Works LLC
Sean Tosadori-East Butler
724-285-4258

COMPLIANCE TESTING

Total Tank Works LLC
Sean Tosadori-East Butler
724-285-4258
COMPUTERS

Computer Solutions
Dick Norchi-Allison Park, PA
412-369-8896
CONSULTING

Enviric, Inc.
Victor Unger-Bairdford, PA
724-265-5100
S.I.S.
J.R. Bachor-Tarentum, PA
724-224-1220
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Oil Service, Inc.
Joe Schmidlin-Pittsburgh, PA
412-771-6950
www.oilservice.com
PARTS/PETROLEUM EQUIP

Total Tank Works LLC
Sean Tosadori-East Butler
724-285-4258
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MEMBER TO MEMBER SERVICES
PETROLEUM

PETROLEUM

Bolea Oil Products
Robert Bolea-Coraopolis, PA
412-264-1130

Kehm Oil Company
George Kehm-Oakdale, PA
412-921-5200

Bradigan’s Inc.
Andy Bradigan-Kittanning, PA
724-548-7654

Reed Oil Company
Skip Hazen-New Castle, PA
724-944-4689

Center Independent
Doug Friend
724-622-4835

REMODELING

Countywide Petroleum
Tim Redshaw-Pittsburgh, PA
317-750-8273

McRo Construction Inc.
Donald Rothey Jr.
Elizabeth, PA
412-384-6051

Glassmere Fuel Service
Dell Cromie-Tarantum, PA
724-265-4646

S.I.S.
J.R. Bachor-Tarentum, PA
724-279-3360

SITE INSPECTION &
TECHNICAL SERVICES

Enviric, Inc.
Victor Unger-Bairdford, PA
724-265-5100
S.I.S.
J.R. Bachor-Tarentum, PA
724-224-1220
Total Tank Works LLC
Sean Tosadori-East Butler
724-285-4258
TAXES

J.E. Robinson
Murrysville, PA
412-423-1093
UNDERGROUND STORAGE TANK/
LINE TESTING

Graft Oil Company
Kevin Forsythe
724-628-9580

Enviric, Inc.
Victor Unger-Bairdford, PA
724-265-5100
Total Tank Works LLC
Sean Tosadori-East Butler
724-285-4258
USED TIRE PICKUP

Penn Turf 814-696-7669
Dan’s 724-529-7621
Liberty 888-868-0097
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Calendar of Events
Palm Sunday

April 10

Good Friday

April 15

Easter

April 17

Earth Day

April 22

Arbor Day

April 29

Business Hours:
Monday
Closed
Tuesday
8:30-3:30
Wednesday 8:30-3:30
Thursday
8:30-3:30
Friday
Closed
Contact:
Phone:
412-241-2380
Fax:
412-241-2815
www.prara.com

Petroleum Retailers & Auto Repair Association
1051 Brinton Road Suite 304
Pittsburgh PA 15221
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